Thanks for being here and supporting our work.

Welcome to the best opinion pieces of the week from News From The
States. We feature journalists from across our national network and guest
authors with a wide range of perspectives and ideas.

Want more? Read all our commentary here.

TOP COMMENTARY Of the week

High suicide and bullying rates plague Oklahoma.
Maybe our own actions are to blame.

Janelle Stecklein | Oklahoma Voice




Signs calling for justice for nonbinary teenager Nex Benedict stand in front of the
Oklahoma State Capitol before a rally honoring the student's memory on March 14.
Benedict, 16, died by suicide Feb. 8 after reporting bullying. (Photo by Nuria Martinez-
Keel/Oklahoma Voice)

As Oklahoma reels from at least two recent suicides of teenagers whose
parents said they had been bullied - including nonbinary teen Nex Benedict
— the state’s Republican leaders are finally saying it’s time to do more.

State Attorney General Gentner Drummond is pressing for stronger anti-
bullying protections following two teen suicides that were apparently
related to bullying.

MORE Commentary from States Newsroom

When public officials threaten private citizens

Brian Lyman | Alabama Reflector

Tammy Murphy, who wants to replace Menendez, hired a guy who
worked for a Menendez codefendant

Terrence T. McDonald | New Jersey Monitor

15 facts about Uber and Lyft and the effort to pay drivers a minimum
wage

J. Patrick Coolican | Minnesota Reformer

Ohio Republican politicians trying to normalize Trump are debasing
themselves for all of history

David DeWitt | Ohio Capital Journal

Authority figures are frequently sexual predators; drag queens, not so
much

Greg LaRose | Louisiana Illuminator



The nation must escape the sway of firearm fundamentalists

Quentin Young | Colorado Newsline

Georgia’s $141M voucher program likely mere down payment on what’s
to come

Jay Bookman | Georgia Recorder
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