News From The States

THIS WEEK IN COMMENTARY

Welcome to the best opinion pieces of the week from News From The States. Our
commentary includes our own journalists from across our extensive network as well as outside

voices to bring a wide range of perspectives and ideas. In addition to the sampling below, you can
look through all our commentary here.

Governor’s bill draft would put sex changes on
Iowa driver’s licenses, birth certificates

Kathie Obradovich | Iowa Capital Dispatch
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A bill drafted by Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds' office would include information about sex changes on Iowa
driver's licenses.
(Photo illustration via Canva; sample driver's license image courtesy of Iowa Department of
Transportation)



Advocates of LGBTQ rights won a victory at the Iowa Capitol this week — but another battle
may be looming.

Gov. Kim Reynolds’ office has drafted a bill that would prevent transgender Iowans who have
had gender reassignment surgery from simply changing their sex on their birth certificate or
driver’s license.

The bill draft, obtained by Iowa Capital Dispatch, would require a person’s sex at birth to be
listed along with any sex reassignment for people seeking to change their birth certificate. The
bill would also create a record of any sex changes on the Iowa driver’s license for people who
apply to update the document after a reassignment surgery.

The governor does intend to file the bill, her spokesman, Kollin Crompton told Iowa Capital
Dispatch.

DEQ remains in denial over ‘Cancer Alley’ industry correlations

Greg LaRose | Louisiana Illuminator

Do you feel safer?

Brian Lyman | Alabama Reflector

Doom-laden bombast about future of journalism overlooks striking work in Kansas,
elsewhere

Clay Wirestone | Kansas Reflector

Censorship supporters doing more to help publicize ‘obscene’ books than teachers and
librarians

Leann Ray | West Virginia Watch

If Arkansas claims to protect life, it needs to do more for mothers and infants

Sonny Albarado | Arkansas Advocate

GOP supermajority: Silly, unserious, unconcerned by Kentuckians’ real problems




Teri Carter | Kentucky Lantern

Judges and lawyers spar in case that could threaten press freedom in New Jersey

Terrence T. McDonald | New Jersey Monitor
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