News From The States

THIS WEEK IN COMMENTARY

Welcome to the best opinion pieces of the week from News From The States. Our
commentary includes our own journalists from across our extensive network as well as outside
voices to bring a wide range of perspectives and ideas. In addition to the sampling below, you can
look through all our commentary here.

In America, the people are sovereign. But
gerrymandered Ohio GOP lawmakers won’t
respect that

by Marilou Johanek | Ohio Capital Journal
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The Ohio Statehouse in Columbus, Ohio.
(Photo by Graham Stokes for Ohio Capital Journal)

Members of Ohio’s domineering political party have forgotten that we the people are
sovereign. The ultimate power in the state rests with us, not them. Ohioans overwhelmingly
endorsed enshrining reproductive freedom in the state constitution and legalizing marijuana
in a new state law. That should have been the last word on two popular statewide issues that
drew passionate consent of the people last week.

But as soon as a healthy majority of Ohio voters said YES to abortion rights and legalized
marijuana, Ohio Republicans (who campaigned against both Issue 1 and Issue 2) arrogantly
announced they would not accept the results of the election and would disregard the will of
the people.

Alabama needs a new statehouse. Alabamians deserve to know its cost.

by Brian Lyman | Alabama Reflector

Democracy is on fire. Consider this your wake-up call.

by Darrell Ehrlick | Daily Montanan

No matter what US Supreme Court decides, more voters must turn out in SC elections

by Lynn Teague | South Carolina Daily Gazette

The Colorado case against Trump is clear. Will the court follow the law?

by Quentin Young | Colorado Newsline

What Gov.-elect Jeff Landry’s crime-fighting proposals might look like

by Greg LaRose | Louisiana Illuminator

Fear and loathing with Pat McCarran

by Hugh Jackson | Nevada Current
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Manchin for president ... of the United States or West Virginia University?

by Leann Ray | West Virginia Watch
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